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CONNECTION CHURCH’S APPROACH TO THOSE CONVICTED OF SEXUAL OFFENSES 

Churches play a critical role in offering grace and healing to sex offenders, as part of their Christian mission to forgive and rehabilitate. However, it’s essential for churches to balance this grace with an unwavering commitment to protect the vulnerable, especially victims of abuse. Offering grace to offenders doesn't mean ignoring their actions, but instead providing a pathway for repentance, transformation, and accountability. Churches can offer support and counseling to sex offenders, helping them seek redemption while also ensuring strict safeguards are in place to prevent further harm. This dual approach reflects the teachings of Jesus, who emphasized mercy and forgiveness but also stood for justice and the protection of the innocent. By creating safe environments for both victims and offenders, churches fulfill their moral responsibility to restore lives without compromising safety.

Living in Community with Grace & Safety
Welcoming prior sex offenders into a church community is one of the most challenging—and important—opportunities for the Church to live out the radical grace of the Gospel while also upholding a sacred responsibility to protect the vulnerable. Grace and safety are not mutually exclusive; rather, when handled wisely, they can work together in a way that reflects both the love and holiness of God.

1. The Call to Grace and Redemption
At the heart of Christianity is the belief that no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. The Apostle Paul, once a persecutor of Christians, became one of the faith’s greatest missionaries. Likewise, Christians are called to see every person through the lens of redemption—that even those with the most painful or harmful pasts are not defined by them in Christ.

Scripture says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Offering grace to a person with a history of sexual offense means recognizing their capacity to repent, be transformed, and live a new life in Christ. It also means resisting judgment that stems from fear or stigma alone.

However, grace does not mean naivety or removing healthy boundaries. Grace without wisdom can become dangerous. That’s where the church must pursue both truth and love.

2. Protecting the Vulnerable Is a Biblical Mandate
Jesus was fiercely protective of the vulnerable, especially children. He said in Matthew 18:6, “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.”

This means that while churches are called to extend grace, they are equally responsible for ensuring safe environments. This includes maintaining clear, enforceable policies that protect children, teens, and other vulnerable individuals.

Some practical safety measures might include:
· Strict background checks for all volunteers and staff.
· Clear boundaries about where a prior offender can serve or attend. For example, they should not be involved in children’s or youth ministries.
· Supervised participation in church activities, sometimes with a trained accountability partner.
· Open communication with leadership and, when appropriate, with others in the congregation (while maintaining confidentiality and wisdom).
· Legal compliance with any court-mandated conditions or reporting.




3. Grace in Practice: Creating Pathways of Accountability and Restoration
Grace does not mean a lack of consequences, but it does mean offering someone the opportunity to be part of the family of God—even if their involvement looks different. For example, Connection Church provides a trusted elder to walk closely with someone navigating this journey.

Accountability is not punishment; it is discipleship. And for a prior offender who truly wants to grow in faith, such accountability can be life-giving.

Grace in practice may look like:
· Helping someone find meaningful community even with limits.
· Regular pastoral check-ins.
· Celebrating steps toward healing and maturity.
· Offering counseling resources, support groups, or mentorship.

4. Equipping the Church to Love and Protect
Many churches avoid this topic out of fear or uncertainty, but silence can lead to either blind acceptance or total rejection. Instead, congregations need to be educated about how to approach these situations with both compassion and caution. Leadership must set the tone by:
· Teaching biblically about grace, sin, redemption, and justice.
· Modeling wise boundaries.
· Inviting trauma-informed professionals to train leaders.
· Communicating transparently without creating panic or division.

5. The Witness of a Grace-Filled, Safe Church
A church that takes both grace and safety seriously will not look perfect—but it will reflect Jesus. It will show a hurting world that the Church is not a place of exclusion or denial, but of truth, love, healing, and accountability. This is the kind of community that survivors can trust, offenders can be redeemed within, and all can witness as a testimony to the power of the Gospel.

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”
— Micah 6:8
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